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I was on the phone with one of my children on 
Thursday, Jan. 21, 2021, when I realized I was getting 
another call. Without checking the caller ID, I an-
swered.  A man said he is officer_______________ 
with the SSA. He said someone stole my social se-
curity #, and is opening bank accounts across the 
US, using my # to do money laundering. The FBI is 
accusing me of doing this, and he is transferring me 
to an attorney with the SSA to help me. On came 
agent   (These were real men’s names with the SSA, 
but they had stolen their identity).

He said he has checked my records, and be-
lieves I am innocent, and is here to help me clear my 
name. (Probably the only true thing he ever said to 
me;) Since we need to convince the FBI that I was 
innocent, I needed to cooperate with them. I was to 
withdraw money from my account, go to Rite-aids, 
and buy Apple gift cards with $500 on each one. I 
had to run to several stores, because they had a limit 
on how many a person could purchase a day. Then 
I had to read the #’s off to him, to register with the 
Treasury Department. He said the money would all 
be returned to me at the end of the investigation. An 
FBI agent, and SSA agent would come to my house 
with a cashier’s check, and a new SS # for me. 

The next day I was to do it again - to prove it was 
indeed getting out of my account. I was not allowed 
to tell anyone, because it was a FBI investigation. 
It ended up being almost every day, except Sunday. 

Another week, I was to send cash through UPS 
to an address he supplied for me.  A police officer 
would pick it up at the UPS store and take it to the 
Treasury Dept. and register it. Then the next week 
it was back to gift cards again. I could not sleep well 
at night, and lost my appetite, and could hardly eat. 
I got so tired and haggard looking that some of my 
children thought I had “the winter depression.” He 
kept requiring more money as proof; until after 3 
weeks, I told him that the way he keeps dragging 
it out makes me think it is a scam. That day my 
daughter-in-law brought subs for dinner and won-
dered what is wrong? 

When I didn’t tell, she told my son, and then an-
other son called me, and made me tell. He said it is a 
scam.  My three sons came over to help me through 
it. They reported it to the police, who came out, and 
wrote up a report, and took along the box of Apple, 
and Best Buy gift cards for evidence. I can’t believe 
I was caught; but am telling about it because I want 
to save others from the nightmare I went through. 
What a relief to be free from it: now I can sleep at 
night, and can enjoy life again.

The police said I would most likely never see 
that money again.

My Scam Story

Things I learned that I want to share with others, to protect them from the 
scammers:
1. Never, ever answer unfamiliar calls on your phone!
2. Always, always hang up if they talk about money!
3. Always, always tell someone, even if they tell you not to (The police 
said the deals that are legitimate never say “Don’t tell”)
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Monday morning, February 15, 2021, I re-
ceived a call from a Social Security Office in El Paso, 
Texas, and I was told there is a criminal case against 
me. The woman identified herself as Jessica Myers 
and gave me her Employee ID #:  JF3257 TX 7334.

This case was about some money laundering 
and drug trafficking. My S.S. # will be frozen, and 
my case # is CV735792.

Then I was referred to the Drug Enforcement 
Agency. Kyle Williamson DEA agent with ID # 
437409 and phone number of 915-308-9543 ext. 
105 told me this was a very serious case.

A rented car from Avis with suspicious activi-
ty was registered in my name and found at 5731 
Como Drive, El Paso, TX 79912.

“Do you know of anyone by the names of 
________ and __________?” (He gave me the 
names of two women that I did not know. The 
names were foreign to me.) “You have a clear record,” 
he said, “but the government will charge you with the 
crimes. The rental car had drugs in it, and also blood 
in the car but no body. There is a lot of drug activity to 
Mexico and Columbia from here. Somehow, the crimi-
nals got your social security number and driver’s license, 
and the car was rented in your name. We don’t know 
how they did this, but we are here to help you. They also 
used your name to start accounts at some other banks 
and racked up a total of $230,000. The government is 
going to look at you as a criminal and freeze your bank 

accounts.” I think he mentioned assets, also. He also 
said I could end up where I would not want to be, 
but they can take care of that for me.

The story was the same with the three agencies. 
The third person I was directed to, was the FBI 
agent on this case. Emerson Buie, Jr. FBI agent of 
El Paso, TX. Badge #: US 239 Direct line number: 
915-266-3066.

His was the same horror story as told me before. 
The FBI agent assured me they were there to help us 
to keep our money safe, and he would tell me how 
to do it. He said it matters how I deal with the bank. 
A domestic wire transfer will lose money because of 
(some jurisdiction details which I cannot remem-
ber) so in order to keep the money safe, the escrow 
account will be an international account with the 
international criminal investigation that will be sup-
porting the law enforcement agency. 

I will want to make an international wire trans-
fer. Basic information needed for the wire: Recip-
ients full name and address, bank name and ac-
count number, routing of bank and swift code. He 
explained that this move to an escrow account is a 
temporary holding bank. This is where your money 
sits until all the official work of all the people is fin-
ished to draw all the charges. Then I will get you a 
new S.S. number. Escrow can offer protection and a 
safe solution to save the money we have in the bank. 
So…request to the bank to make a wire transfer set 
up. The bank will give you the receipt. 

My Fraud Story
I have gone through one of the most stressful weeks of my entire life. I lacked an 
important piece of information, which is, that the government does not work by tele-
phoning a suspected person of unlawful activity but will send a written form or an 
official letter to the person in question. I have been a victim of a scam. I am telling you 
my story so you may be informed and be spared from being another victim.  

-A member of a conservative Mennonite Church 
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Information for escrow account at the bank: “Do 
not tell why you are doing this. Present a story that 
you have relatives in another country that you are 
going to support.” I told Emmerson, the FBI agent; 
“I am an honest person. I will not tell a lie.” Then 
he replied, “Oh, no, no, this is not about lying. This 
is protection for yourself. You do what you have to 
do, and you can explain later why you said what you 
did.” He put pressure on me, making me feel like I 
would be hindering the investigation. When he was 
all finished with his spiel, I told him, “I will not tell 
a story.” So…he told me about Plan B.

Plan B: withdraw money from our bank account 
today. Take out cash. Take out maximum amount 
today. Tell them we will be doing shopping for the 
business. I said, “I cannot say that because it will 
not go to our employees…So, finally I asked if it 
would be okay to say we’re giving it to friends and 
he said, “No, that will not work.” He was suggesting 
making up stories and so I decided on something he 
thought might work. I was going to say we are going 
shopping, and our favorite charities will benefit. (I 
intended to give it to charities) The going shopping 
was going to be for $500 gift cards. The FBI agent 
said, “The bank will try to give you a cashier’s check 
but only accept cash. Then go to Giant, Office Max, 
Office Depot, and Wegmans to buy the gift cards 
that are approved by the government. Those cards 
were Target, Best Buy, Sephora, and then later he 
added Bed, Bath & Beyond.

Now, having me believing that these three agen-
cies were working for me, the FBI agent wanted me 
to promise that I would keep this strictly private and 
tell no one. I said, “That’s impossible, I will tell my 
husband.” He made me feel that I would be hinder-
ing their progress in helping me to keep our finances 
safe, and besides, they needed to be able to get on 
with the investigation as soon as they had me safe 
before the government shut down our account. 

As soon as they had secured our money for us, 
then they would have me go to the S.S. office to sus-
pend my present S.S. number and be issued a new 
one. I needed to take all my gift cards to them, with 
the scratched-out numbers I gave the FBI agent. He 
explained that all I need to do is take my cards to the 
social security office, and, because he has the num-
bers of the cards registered with them, they will in 
return give me a check that covered the gift card’s 
cost. Earlier in the day FBI agent gave me some im-
portant information for the social security office. It 
was Confirmation AN- 27854 to give at the time of 
my visit.

He had us use our credit cards on Monday, the 
first day. The $1,000 purchase of 2 cards went on 
okay with the Citi Card. But when we tried to make 
a second purchase of $4,000, it became a problem. 
What a dilemma. It got us in trouble with our both 
cards becoming not accepted for the card transac-
tions. I was wondering why he had us use our credit 
cards. (Now I understand; it was to swindle us out 
of more money.)

What an extreme shock this was happening to 
me. My identity was stolen! How could this be? 
What was I to think, except to believe him, and put 
my full confidence in him? I think I answered the 
call around 10:45 am from the supposed S.S. office 
in El Paso, Texas and till I got switched to the DEA 
office and then to the supposed FBI office, it was 
around 11:00 am. This FBI agent advised me that 
this is urgent to act quickly and get the job done. 
He asked me how much we have in our 2 bank ac-
counts. Of course, I told him. (Unfortunately, at 
this particular time, our accounts were well padded. 
Some extra money had come in at the end of the 
year. Since taxes and other big bills were coming due 
in the next few months, keeping it in our accounts 
seemed like an easy way to keep from scraping the 
bottom of the barrel.) By this time, I was wanting to 
do this and felt I was acting on my own volition and 
“knew” what I was doing.
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The FBI agent instructed me to remove all our 
money from our checking accounts. The reason I 
gave the bank tellers for withdrawing our money 
was that our favorite charities would benefit. After 
we got the money back, I was definitely planning on 
giving it to our favorite charities. I asked the Lord 
to help me to be truthful in all the transactions. The 
day on Monday, February 15 was long and unbe-
lievably stressful. We needed to hurry to start the 
process. The FBI agent wanted me to keep my cell 
phone open until we arrived at the bank. I was sup-
posed to let him know when we left our house and 
then report on the amount of money, I was able to 
withdraw. I had never paid attention to where other 
Fulton branches were located, so it was stressful try-
ing to find them. I couldn’t ask the children for help, 
but we finally found them.

When I was questioned at one bank about if 
someone is telling me what to do or if I received an 
email, I replied, “No, I did not receive an email.” 
I was under great stress keeping this very serious 
criminal case confidential and abiding by the pri-
vacy laws. I withdrew over half of what was in our 
accounts. 

Next, we needed to purchase gift cards that were 
worth $500 each. That was another stress. Some 
stores easily handled the bookwork on the large 
purchases, but at other stores the management were 
more investigative, warning about gift card scams 
and asking probing questions. We had a harrowing 
day, but finally had the work of scratching off the 
card numbers and dictating them to the FBI agent, 
completed. It was a time-consuming job and we did 
not get to bed until midnight. I awoke at 4:00 am 
and did not go back to sleep! The FBI agent asked 
me in the morning, “How are you?” When I told 
him about my short night, he expressed his care and 
concern for me, and assured me that he is also tired 
from working late in the night for the safety of our 
money. 

The next 2 days were also exhausting, repeating 
the same thing over and over. Also, our credit cards 
were suspended. I wasn’t able to pay any bills. I was 
believing that the government was going to freeze 
our account in a few days. I couldn’t afford to have 
our checks bouncing. I was between a rock and a 
hard place. I knew my blood pressure was high, and 
I was running low on the product that keeps my 
blood pressure in check. I needed to place an order 
for more, but I could not even use our credit cards. 
Finally, I thought of asking our son if I could use his 
credit card, which he gladly gave me. 

Whenever I would get a nagging feeling about 
whether or not this FBI agent was genuine, I would 
feel helpless to really know because of my promise 
for confidentiality. I just could not think of a way 
to find out. 

Wednesday, February 17, I received a message 
from a lady from the Fulton Bank Fraud Depart-
ment, stating that she would like me to return her 
call. I was frazzled and knew she would ask ques-
tions that I did not have the liberty to answer, so I 
did not call her back.

It snowed on Thursday, February 18, so we had 
a much-needed break and were home all day. I came 
up with an idea of how to find out if he was a fake. I 
would refuse to take out the remaining 1/5 left from 
our initial balance in our accounts. I reasoned that 
if he was true, we will have the 4/5 protected that 
we gave him and lose only 1/5 of our money. If he 
is false, we will lose the 4/5 of our money that he is 
pretending to protect and will save the 1/5 remain-
ing in our accounts for ourselves.

That evening I left a message for the FBI agent 
saying, “Emmerson, we have become aware that 
Fulton Bank has us marked for being victims of 
fraud because of all the cash we have withdrawn 
from our accounts. I am done! I am done! I do not 
want to face any more tellers. I am convinced that 
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I will not get any more cash from them. If there is 
no honest way to withdraw the remaining amounts, 
we are resigned to lose it. You can continue on with 
your investigation. We do not want to do anything 
that will hinder you in your work and want you to 
go forward in this case.”

Friday morning Emmerson, the smooth-talking 
FBI agent, said, “So you are giving up.” I acknowl-
edged that I was not going to another bank. We 
were ready to lose that money. He then told me that 
he didn’t see me as a quitter, and that it would not 
look good to the government for me to let it in, so 
I needed to get the rest of the money out. I asked 
him, “How?” He replied, “Just the same way you 
have been getting it so far. You will be able to get it 
out.” I questioned him, “How do I know you are a 
true FBI agent? Do you have a phone number that I 
can call?” He had a ready response with this number: 
202-235-2097 for me to talk with someone to make 
sure he is a genuine FBI agent. This man assured 
me that Emmerson Buie, Jr. is an FBI agent from 
El Paso, TX, and told me that he is a well-respect-
ed agent. He was very convincing for the moment. 
When I talked to Emmerson again, he wanted to 
know what this man said. I told him, and he seemed 
so relieved to hear this good report about himself. 
He shared that it makes him feel so bad when he is 
working so hard to protect someone who does not 
trust him. I almost felt sorry to have left him down. 
He questioned me, “Do you trust me?” I assured 
him that I did. So he sent me on my last errand to 
pull out the remaining money in our accounts. 

Saturday and Sunday we had off. I was to give 
Emmerson FBI agent a call on Monday morning. 
I was not feeling very good about this, and over 
the weekend, my husband and I became convinced 
(maybe 99%) that our money was gone. I was con-
sumed with thinking about the trying week we had 
gone through, and the Lord brought this to my at-
tention. If I called our local FBI and asked them if 
they have an FBI agent Emmerson Buie, Jr. in El 
Paso, TX, I would not be breaking my word about 

the case. I have a magnetic card with the numbers 
of Emergency Fire etc. along with the local Harris-
burg FBI. It is hidden on the side of the refrigerator 
where I haven’t paid much attention to for a long 
time. The Lord helped me to take notice of it at the 
right time. 

Monday morning, February 22, I made my call 
to Emmerson FBI agent and hung up after identify-
ing myself as I was instructed to do. I fully expected 
Emmerson not to return my call since he had stolen 
all our money from our accounts, but he did! This 
time he wanted to know how much was left in our 
accounts. I didn’t know but gave him the approx-
imate balance from my memory which was $150 
and $120. No, he wanted the exact amount. He 
asked me to call the bank to find out. I was already 
very suspicious, and this request was just too much!

I left the land line phone open as he always 
wanted me to do, and I went into our office and 
made a call to our Harrisburg FBI office. My call 
was answered immediately. I asked him if they had 
an agent by the name of Emmerson Buie, Jr. He 
asked me a few questions and I informed him I was 
not at liberty to disclose any information on the 
case. He was understanding, but shortly told me 
that Emmerson Buie, Jr. was NOT an FBI agent. 
What a relief that the case was closed and I actually 
now could talk about it! Fake FBI agent Emmer-
son was still waiting for me to come back with the 
information on our balances. After 10-15 minutes 
of waiting, fake FBI agent Emmerson called me on 
my cell phone while I was still talking to the true 
FBI agent. I became paranoid and told the true FBI 
agent that false FBI agent is calling me! “Is there any 
way that he can know that I am talking to the FBI?” 
He assured me that he can’t know. 

True FBI agent wanted to connect me to anoth-
er FBI agent to inform him what had befallen me. 
We were disconnected somehow, but I was relieved 
that I now knew what to do with fake FBI agent. I 
would NOT talk to him…and I decided to let him 
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wait it out. The receiver was lying on the desk in the 
kitchen, so we piled blankets on it so no background 
noise could be detected through it. We finally put it 
back on the hook an hour or so later. Next, calls on 
my husband’s cell phone came from fake FBI agent. 
We simply ignored them. We might have gotten 3-4 
calls then, and I think he tried in the evening one 
time also. 

The true FBI agent that I finally got to talk with 
told me these imposters prey on the elderly, espe-
cially those that do not use the internet. He also 
informed me that the government does not com-
municate by a phone call to suspected lawbreakers 
or victims of lawbreakers but will send an official 
letter in an official envelope and will have it deliv-
ered to the person’s address. He was very sorry about 
our loss. He also advised me to tell our story to our 
friends, so that they will know how to handle these 
kinds of deceptive calls. (I did give them fake FBI 
agent’s number.)

Tuesday morning, February 23, a call came 
in with the I.D. as Fulton Bank 717-367-3800. I 
thought I may as well answer, because I do want 
to talk to them now, and let them know that I was 

indeed a victim of fraud. I answered, and it sound-
ed like a foreigner. The man asked for me by name 
twice, and then identified himself as being with the 
Fulton Bank. (I don’t think he gave his name.) He 
told me that Washington (the government) is going 
to freeze your account. He said something else, but 
I was silent. He sounded too much like fake FBI 
agent. I used my new knowledge from true FBI 
agent that the government does not use the phone 
for communication, and also that I could expect 
more fraudulent calls in the future. I didn’t fall for 
his fear tactic, even though the ID on the phone was 
Fulton Bank! I laid down the receiver and called our 
son about what I should do. His idea was to hang 
up, but another suggestion from one of the office 
men was that I could ask for the account number he 
is talking about. After about 15 minutes I decided 
to ask him that, but he did not answer, so I hung up. 

I have come to the conclusion that the less 
I speak to them, the better off I will be. We have 
gotten more suspicious calls. The woman from the 
Fulton Bank Fraud Department told me we will get 
these kinds of calls. When I asked her how the Ful-
ton Bank ID could come up on the phone, she told 
me that scammers can falsify the ID. 

What a relief to have that week as history in our lives! I have thought of several things that 
I am thankful for in the midst of this experience. 

1. I am thankful that when I needed to promise that I would not tell anyone about this 
case, it did not keep me from freely sharing and telling all to my heavenly Father.

2. I am thankful that although fake FBI agent was able to steal our money, he was not 
able to touch our heavenly treasures.

3. I am thankful about the large loss because otherwise I could have withdrawn a small 
amount of money in a short time. Then what would my adversary as a ravenous wolf 
do? Would he have had me give him damaging personal information while I was still 
vulnerable so that he could also steal our assets? Most likely! 

4. I am thankful that because of the long, drawn-out affair, I became suspicious of him. God, 
in His perfect timing, showed me who he really was, and spared us from greater loss. 

5. I am thankful that all things work together for good to them that love the Lord.      
Romans 8:28a


